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Greetings to you in the Blessed 
Name of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. Thanks be to 
God who has redeemed us and 
called us according to His purpose. 
As we enter the year 1998, there 
are many changes. With it comes 
many opportunities and challenges. 
1997 saw several staff changes 
and reassignments in JCC as 
well as in the Singapore district. 

Our beloved Pastor Rev Fredric 
Lee whom has been our 
shepherd, mentor and friend has 
left us on new assignment. 
Effective Jan 1998 I will be the 
pastor of the English section. I 
will shepherd and lead this 
congregation by the help of God 
and with your prayer and support. 

The Lutheran Church in Singapore 
(LCS) became an independent 
entity, separated from the Lutheran 
Church in Malaysia. Our senior 
Pastor Rev John Tan was elected 
bishop of LCS and Rev Peter 
Chong of Queenstown Lutheran 
Church came in to replace him as 
senior Pastor of JCC wef Jan 
1998. Rev Fredric Lee the English 
section pastor of JCC was 
reassigned to Bedok Lutheran 
Church wef 1 Jan 1998 to replace 
Rev David Cheah who was 
reassigned to Queenstown 
Lutheran Church Chinese section. 
Rev Chung Tze Lu from Redeemer 
Lutheran Church was reassigned to 
Mas Kuning Lutheran Church. 



Our beloved sister Teng Ting 
Ching whom has served the Lord 
faithfully among us as Parish 
Worker for many years has new 
vision and service outside JCC. 
She will leave us wef Jan 1998 as 
well. 

This year 1998 the church pastoral 
ministry will be focused on building 
the church community in Jurong 
Christian Church "Building a Spirit­
filled community". The three main 
focuses are: . 
1. 	 To nurture new and inactive 

members 
2. 	 To build up the community 
3. 	 To strengthen the missions and 

evangelism thrust 
The sermons for this quarter will 
thus be focused on this area . 

As pastor I exhort you to participate 
proactively in the life and service 
of the church community as 
ultimately we are one family. I also 
wish for all of us to be in small 
groups of regular fellowship such 
as Care Groups, ministries groups 

etc. The word church is derived 
from the German word, "kirche" 
which is Greek word "kuriakos" 
which means "belonging to the 
Lord". Indeed we are the people of 
God; " God said," / will/we in them 
and move among them, and / will 
be their be their God, and they 
shall be my people". 2 Cor 6:16. 
Christ is the head of this body (Col 
1:18) of which believers are 
individual members or parts. 
Believers, united with him, are 
being nourished through him, the 
head to which they are connected. 
The image of the body also speaks 
of the interconnectedness of the 
body. The church is now indwelt by 
the Holy Spirit on both an 
individual and a collective basis. 

The New Dawn Musical Team will 
be ministering in our church on 
Saturday, 24th Jan 1998 at 8 pm. 
Invite your friends to come along. 

Pray and intercede for the Pastor 
and the Church Council to lead the 
church in growth. 

A lady said to the preacher at the door, 
" Everything you said in your sennon 
was wonderful and fitted someone or 
other I know." 





unrelenting powerful hand of God 
moving. The upheavals globally 
once again point out that ultimately 
what matter to us should be what 
we place at the centre of our lives, 
what is unchanging, what is able to 
anchor us in adversities and what 
ultimately brings true meaning and 
fulfillment to our lives on earth. 

The tragic crash of SilkAir 
MI185 on 19th Dec 1997 is another 
grim reminder of the uncertainty of 
life. I have travelled many times to 
Jakarta and have flown spite of and in the face 
on SilkAir. As I read the of all his calamity and 
report of the search and loss. (Job 1:21) 
rescue efforts and the 
heart-wrenching 1997 was an 
accounts of the lives lost enriching year for JCC. 
and what they mean to We saw the hand of 
their loved ones, I wept God at work. Even as 
as many would out of He prepared and 
shared grief. As I provided pastoral 

the name of the Lord," said Job in 

watched the condolence 
service, words indeed were unable 
to assuage the pain and the loss. 

"We can accept death but 
not its suddenness. 

We can accept death but 
not when it is inexplicable. 

We can accept death but 
not when we cannot render 
to our loved ones their last 
rites and bid them a proper 
farewell." 

As I heard the words 
offered in consolation and 
condolence, I felt thankful for the 
confidence and assurances we 
have in the Word of God, - that 
there is a promise of a glorious life 
in the hereafter. We are able to 
accept death: Because He lives, all 
fear is gone; because He lives, I 
can face tomorrow. 

"The Lord gave and the 
Lord has taken away; blessed be 

leaders four years ago, 
when we supported: Martin Yee, 
Michael Christian and Anthony Loh 
as our theological students. We 
could not then have foreseen that 
the Lutheran Church in Singapore 
(LCS) would be formed, that there 
would have to be a reshuffling of 
pastors. (There are only three 
ordained English pastors in LCS for 
six Lutheran congregations.) JCC 
has been magnanimous in 
releasing Pastor Lee to meet the 
needs in Bedok Lutheran Church 
and at the same time we are 



thankful that God has provided the 
pastoral leadership raised from 
within our membership. We saw 
God at work in JCC throughout 
1997; leaders have risen to meet 
the needs of ministry. We have 
much to be thankful for. As I 
attended the thanksgiving service, 
I could indeed reflect on, and was 
much heartened by, God's 
blessings. We have made progress 
in moving towards the vision: 

"Jurong Christian Church is 
committed to be a community 
growing in Worship, Word, 
Witnessing and Fellowship. n 

I pray that this vision will 
grip our heart and be our heart cry. 
JCC has grown as a community; 
we can sense the close bonding of 
the members, the greater sense of 
belonging, the spirit of being united 
in Christ. We see greater 
spontaneity in the Ille of the 

church. In the four key aspects of 
the vision, I can recount God's 
goodness and pray that we will 
continue to deepen our lives in the 
Lord in these areas: 

Worship-
A deeper sense of worship 
expressed in our worship in 
spirit and in truth, worshipping 
God with our whole being, our 
intellect, our will , our emotions. 
We need to leam to truly offer 
our whole being in worship to 
God, expressed in focusing on 
God, giving of ourselves, lifting 
our hands and our hearts, 
yearning for God, seeking after 
Him. 

Ward-
A greater and deeper love for 
God's Word, expressed in the 
building of a close personal 
relationship with God, in our 
daily devotion and study of 
God's Word, our intimate 
consciousness of God in our 
daily routines, encounters and 
interactions. Let the Lord truly 
be Lord in all aspects of our 
lives. 

Fellowship ­
Let the Community of God find 
its expression in the Body of 
Christ, the family of God being 
bonded by the love of Christ 







Luke 19:1-10 
lJesus entered Jericho and was passing 
through. 
2A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; 
he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 
3He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a 
short 
man he could not, because of the crowd. 
4So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig 
tree to see him, since Jesus was com ing that 
way. 
5When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up 
and said to him, "Zacchaeus, come down 
immediately. I must stay at your house 
today." 
6So he came down at once and welcomed him 
gladly. 
7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, 
"He has gone to be the guest of a ' sinner.'" 
8But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, 
"Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my 
possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated 
anybody out of anything, I will pay back four 
times the amount." 
9Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come 
to this house, because this man, too, is a son 
of Abraham. 
10For the Son of Man came to seek and to 
save what was lost." 

Lesson from Zacchaeus 
John Lee 

~This is no ordinary Sycamore 
tree. It is called the Tree of 
Zacchaeus. It must be more 
than 2000 years old, still 
standing firmly rooted without 
succumbing to the ravages of 
time and elements. (Photo Dec 
1997) A man named Zacchaeus 
climbed this tree because he 
was too short to see Jesus at the 
time of the latter's visit to 
Jericho . 

Zacchaeus was a rich 
man, the chief tax collector with 
several tax collectors working 
under him, bringing in 
handsome profits by way of the 
excesses above the quota that he 
would have to submit to the 
Roman governor. He made 
himself wealthy at the expense 
of the poor, and was thus 
greatly unpopular, even 
excommunicated by the 
synagogue. 

What a sinner! People 
must have regarded him thus, 
and opposed to seeing him 
around; yet he would not be put 
off his desire to catch a glimpse 
of Jesus, never mind having to 
put off for a while his busy 
schedule of fmanciaVtax affairs. 
As it turned out, it was the most 
rewarding occasion in his life. 





December was a month full of activities for Jurong Christian Church. There 
was the "Christmas With A Difference" concert, the Sunday school children's 
presentation at a Taman Jurong Christmas block party, the Christmas carOling 
at the various homes, the Christmas Eve candlelight service, the Christmas 
Day service and lunch, baptisms and finally the farewell of Pastor Lee and Sis 
Teng Ting Ching. Here are some pictures to bring back those happy and 
nostalgic moments of Christmas-time. 
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;t}otu to bt frtt from 
btmonic potutrs 
By Philip Heng 

Just what must one give up in order to be 
Christian? The answer to this becomes 
more complex as years go by. Previously, 
one had simply to repent and confess his 
sins, trust in Christ and invite Him into his 
life as Saviour and Lord. That was it! But 
nowadays young people get involved in so 
many occult things before coming to 
Christ. Unless there is a clean break with 
the past occult and religious contacts, the 
Christian can stili be troubled by evil 
spirits. The plain 
teaching of God's word We must not desire the 
tells us what to do: silver or the gold on these 
(Deut. 7:5, 25, 26; 12:3) forbidden articles. We 

must not take them unto 
God's word is ourselves. We must not 

very plain on what we bring them into our houses 
are to do about our at all. 
previous religious 
objects. We are to 
"bum", "destroy", "break down", "cut down", 
"overthrow" and "hew down" not only the 
graven images of their gods, but also the 
altars, the pillars and the groves. 

2. The word "Grove" had 2 
meanings:­

a) One meant a tamarisk tree, a 
bush plant which yields pink and yellow 

flowers in spring and is highly ornamental. 
Groves were connected with religious 
worship. As the heathen felt it was wrong 
to shut up their gods within walls, so altars 
were erected for the gods amidst bushes 
which afforded a kind of shelter. 

b) The second meaning of 
"groves" was "asherah", referring to a 
wooden pole or perhaps a tree trunk which 
had been set up beside an altar and used 
as an object of worship. 

3. God not only commanded the 
extennination of everything connected with 
heathen worship, God also expected 
believers to maintain the proper attitude 
towards heathen paraphemalia. 

Instead, we are to utterly 
"detest" and to "utterly abhor" 
them. We are also to cease from 
mentioning the names of heathen 
gods so as to erase them from 
memory. God does not want any 
vestige of false worship. 

4 God tells us to guard our minds: 
·Whatsoever things are true...honest... 
jusLpure.. .lovely...of good report; if there 



be any virtue, and if there be any praise, 
think on these things' (Phil 4:8) 

5. Whatever then can be burnt, 
should be burnt. Whatever cannot be 
readily consumed by fire should be 
smashed and put through the fire before 
dumping into the trash-can. 

~o\t1 to be btlibtrtb 
from occult bonbagt 
1. All contacts with the occult or 
false religions are to be renounced. Some 
examples: reading of horoscopes, visit to 
heathen temples, possession of talismans 

Close your prayer "In Jesus' 
Name: Amen. 

b) If you possess a physical object 
of some previous worship, then you must 
surrender it willingly to be destroyed. 

i) Do not be afraid of the demon's 
rebuttal. Remember, God is greater. I 
John 4:4. 

ii) Do not be concerned about the cost 
of the article(s) destroyed. Absolute 
deliverance is worth the price. 

iii) Do not secretly wish in your heart 
to keep it still . 

and adoption of heathen gods. 

c) Do not destroy an idol that 
2. To renounce means to does not belong to you unless 
disc/aim, to repudiate, to cast off, the owner gives permission 
to give up a belief or opinion by willingly. If the object did not 
open confession or recantation. belong to you, leave it alone. 

E.g. idol that belongs to the 
a) A simple prayer as family. You simply renounce 
follows is effective:­ your own past connection with 

it. 
"0 Lord Jesus, I believe You 
are the only true Son of d) As a general rule, do not 
God. I want You as my only destroy an idol or talisman until 
Saviour and my Lord. its owner professes and 
Please forgive me for my confesses faith in Jesus Christ. 
previous contact with the (Mt 12:4345)
occult. (Name the QCCultic practices 
one by one.) I now know I was wrong THE CHRISTIAN'S ARMOUR 
to do it. I am sorry for what I have 
done and I promise not to do it again." 1. Helmet of salvation - make very sure of 





I
give God the glory for the safe 
journey to and from Sengoi, the 
many blessings, the fine 
weather and for Pastor & Mrs 

Sin . There were many things that 
could be learnt from this trip. The 
trip was very fulfilling , unlike what I 
expected . There was a sense of 
togetherness and co-ordinatjon 
among the members. Although we 
were not fully prepared, we made 
the best of our abilities through 
prayer. . 

Upon arriving at Cameron , we were 
blessed by the beautiful scenery of 
the stars in the night sky and the 
perfect weather. In the mornings, 
Pastor Sin brought us sight-seeing. 
In the late afternoons, we began 
our ministry. The Orang Asli 
people lead a simple tifestyle. We 
can contrast our advanced and 
complex lifestyle against theirs. 
The people there lack even the 
basic necessities of life. When 
they get sick, God is the only 
physician they can turn to. They 
need our prayers. 

Pastor and Mrs Sin need a lot of 
support from us as they minister to 
the Sengoi people. These people 
have a simple faith which I hope 

will grow one day into a big 
mustard tree. 

We communicated with them 
through songs, skits, handicraft, 
dance and testimonies. I could see 
the that people enjoyed our 
programmes tremendously. 

The trip to Sengoi was truly 
enriching and an eye-opening 
experience. The ministry widen 
my horizon and I believe that every 
person who went there came back 
with an experience they will never 
forget. 

" 	 A story from the Korean War illustrates our 
confidence in God and determination never to 
accept defeat. 

As enemy forces advanced, Baker Company 
was cut off from the rest of their unit. Head 
quarters tried to communicate with the 
missing troops. After several hours, finally a 
faint Signal was received. Straining to hear, 
the corpsman asked, "Baker Company, do you 
read me?" "This is Baker Company," came the 
reply. "What is your situation?" asked the 
corpsman. "The enemy is to the east of us, 
the enemy is to the west of us, the enemy is to 
the north of us, the enemy is to the south of 
us." Then after a brief pause, the sergeant 
from Baker Company said with determination 
"The enemy is not going to get away from u~ 
now." Although surrounded and out­
numbered, he was thinking of victory, not 
defeat. 

7>aill( l3~taJ,;t1a1( 3, 1994 



The mission team to the Sengoi on 
7th December 1997 comprised of 
the youth of JCC - Ze Wen, 
Melissa Ang, Amy Low, Theresa 
Wang and myself. Anthony Loh 
was our team leader. It was the 
first trip for most of us. All of us 

were motivated by Christ's love to 
preach the Good News and to 
encourage the co-workers there. 

Upon reaching Lutheran Taman 
Lakeview Campsite, the 
residence of Pastor Sin, we 
experience an atmosphere of 
solitude. As it was still early, 
5.30am, we didn't want to disturb 
Pastor Sin's sleep and so we 
lingered around the hill slopes, 
admiring God's creation. The sky 
was filled with bright and shiny 
stars. It was truly a beautiful 
sight. At day break, we 
proceeded to Pastor Sin's house. 

That day, we had fellowship with 
Pastor Sin. He brought us out to 

try the different types of Indian 
pancakes. When it was 5.00 in the 
aftemoon, Pastor Sin drove us in 
his van to the 24th mile village. I 
was feeling excited yet afraid that 
they would not welcome us with 
open arms. Pastor Sin then 
introduced us to the villagers in the 
Malay language. He spoke fluent 
Malay and translated for us. The 
familiarity of language is important 
- it means that linguistic barriers to 
the Gospel could be overcome with 
relative ease. We had a very 
warm fellowship with them, singing 
praises to the Lord. The team 
presented songs, a skit and 
handicraft-making. Melissa shared 
her testimony with all of us. Before 
leaving, we prayed for their health. 



The next morning, we did some 
jungle-trekking at Robinson Falls. 
Then, we went to the 20th mile 
village. Their houses were built of 
bamboo and there was no 
electricity. About twenty Sengois 
turned up for the service, mostly 
elderly women and children. I was 
then in a more relaxed mood. We 
had the same programme but this 
time, Amy shared her testimony. 

...'\i.;~' m;t 
Again Pastor Sin would distribute 
cough medicine and Panadol to the 
people. 

dance with Pastor Sin playing the 
guitar. Before we left, we played a 
game with the children. By then, I 
had no fear of ministering to the 
people. I realized that by trusting 
God, it demolishes this fear and 
gives me joy. It is a privilege to 
serve Him. That night, the team 
celebrated my birthday. Everyone 
of us enjoyed partying throughout 
that night. 

Early next morning, we set off 
reluctantly back for home. 
Although Amy felt sick during the 
journey, we reached home safely. 
Thank the Lord. 

This trip widened my vision. I got 
to know not only every member of 
the team but myself better. Even 
though there was a barrier of 
language and culture, we enjoyed 
every minute of our fellowship with 

the people. I feel that 
On the last day, Mrs the love of God is 
Sin accompanied us perhaps the greatest 
to the 19th mile motivation for missions. 
village. The people in Thanks be to God for this 
this village were trip and I pray that there 
better off than the will be many like this. I 
other 2 villages as strongly urge more 
there was electricity. church members to join 
With the us in the near future. Let 
encouragement of Mrs Sin, we did us continue to work in unity for the 
our best in our final programme. expansion of God's Kingdom. To 
We sang songs of praises with God be the glory! Amen. 
them and danced along with them. 
After Melissa shared her testimony, Felix Wang. 
Mrs Sin asked me to do a solo 




